LLOYD GEORGE:
did sailors like Lord Fisher, actors like Squire Bancroft
and Beerbohm Tree, and journalists like Wickham Steed*
Nor was there any lack of distinguished men of other
nations: Isvolsky, Clemenceau, Kiderlen-Waechter, Mens-
dorff, Kinsky Galliffet, and Benckendorff were all to be
seen there during those pleasant years before the War,
mixing amusement with " cure ", and also now and again
with a little politics as wclL For there was a tradition,
going back to Bismarck and Cavour, in favour of staging
diplomatic conversations of a delicate character at one of
the famous European spas.
At first Lloyd George seems to have preferred Carlsbad;
but later he transferred his loyalty to Marienbad.   In truth
it did not matter much at which of the two the visitor
slept; for they are so near to each other that life at both
simultaneously is easy; and to lunch at the one and have
tea at the other, became the regular thing*   In those years
when he was Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lloyd George
showed some tendency to obesity; and his purpose in
frequenting the Bohemian spas was, in some measure, the
serious one of putting himself under the care of Dr, Ott.
The success of the prescribed regimen seems to have been
complete; for never since has the lithe figure of the famous
statesman showed the slightest tendency to deteriorate.
But while carrying out the orders of Dr* Ott, Lloyd George
also enjoyed the cosmopolitan life of the place, the relative
immunity from lion-hunters, and the opportunities of
which there were so many of exchanging thoughts with
foreigners of note, especially statesmen and journalists.
As a rule he was accompanied on these holidays by his
intimate friend and colleague, Rufus Isaacs, who at that
time was Attorney-General  The two, when they had
drunk their prescribed daily portion of the Kreuzbrunnen,
would invariably be seen on the golf course { and after A